mff http://ir.uiowa.edu/mff/vol53/iss2/ work on the subject. Second, it serves as a one-volume resource for the quick location and review of the names and characteristics of the large variety of women figures associated with prophecy and witchcraft in Northern Europe during this time. As a sourcebook, it provides a valuable service in underscoring and supporting more theoretical and analytical work on women's lives in the folk tradition. While much of the material covered will not be new to specialists in medieval witchcraft and folk belief, the way Dashu groups figures together according to what medievalists might label "kind" may yield new insights into avenues of research that have not yet been undertaken or considered thanks to a dearth of evidence-for example, possible ways in which these figures traveled from one culture to another, or how they developed and changed in later iterations.
In keeping with a book that seeks to be accessible to a wider audience, Dashu avoids using complicated terminology and overly academic language. Her writing style alternates between impressionistic, offering a series of loosely connected examples grounded in the stories that preserve the women figuring at the heart of her work, and descriptive, offering definitions and specific linguistic references as needed. Whenever possible, she points her reader to the scholars whose work has uncovered or illuminated particular aspects of her subject. Quotations from primary sources are highlighted in bold print or accentuated by the use of a manuscript font. Critical apparatus in the print volume is kept to a minimum and comprises the chapter notes (mostly consisting of bibliographic citations), general bibliography, illustrations, and brief appendices to certain sections. The volume is illustrated with black-and-white line drawings of artifacts from the various cultures represented, handdrawn reproductions of medieval and early modern manuscript drawings and woodcuts, and public domain images from later works. At the end of the section on "Names of the Witch" Dashu includes a list of ethnic names for witches alongside their attributes and powers, and in the "Runes" section she includes a chart of the runes and their meanings. In addition to these printed aids, there are an online searchable index (www.veleda.net/witchesandpagans/index/) and digital glossary (www.veleda.net/witchesandpagans/glossary/). Dashu also includes a link to further commentaries at her own website, www.suppressedhistories.net/ wtchesandpagans/commentaries/.
Experienced scholars may be frustrated by the minimal critical apparatus of the book and by the fact that all chapter notes refer solely to author' s last name and page number, so that any individual note must be painstakingly searched out in the bibliography. A few sources noted in the chapter notes do not appear mff http://ir.uiowa.edu/mff/vol53/iss2/ in the bibliography. For a project that has been in production for forty years, such accidental omissions are understandable. Scholars teaching and writing about early medieval folk beliefs, Northern European literature and culture, women in medieval literature, and women's culture in early medieval history will find this resource particularly useful both for their students and themselves as an introduction to organizing and considering the many figures and forms of women in pagan and early Christian societies. Having read and been alternately perplexed, intrigued, and absorbed by it, I cannot now imagine not having Witches and Pagans on my shelf to turn to on a regular basis for information, for inspiration, or for a reminder of how much work has been done, yet how much material there is still left to uncover in terms of women' s influence, work, and presence in history. I look forward to the publication of further volumes in this series.
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